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| wanna go Postal
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Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 12:58:43 PM PDT

I kn ow some think this is the best run organization in the federal government but one does have to wonder. Between

people actually going Postal (generally caused by being forced to work too many hours and not having enough time to

watchyour st ol en Net F| )andthenhaving to go beg the likes of Charlie Rangel for a $4 BILLION bailout itis a

wonder the mail gets delivered at all. Of course if Rangel ds Franking pr

granting the bailout.
| wonder if this means another rate increase? Gee, the USPS has been so good about keeping rates low.

I f going Postal means getting $4 BILLION for |l etting Rangel send a few |

Rangel 6s letters. Hec k, 1 611 of fer franking privileges for ALL the email
Maybe instead of going Postal the USPS should consider going private.

Rogueleader's diary
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so, what are you trying to say? (5+/0 -)

"We have to make them do it"

by bagman on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:01:09 PM PDT
let us have competition (0+/0 -)

And no more bailouts for GM or USPS. Let them fail when they are failures.
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by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:16:18 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Like a chubby person drowning, ... (0+/0 -)

... this diary is too big to flail.

"Obama, Obama, | love ya, Obama; yo u're only November away" -- cute ginger kid

by Tortmaster on Fri Sep 25, 2009 at 12:56:12 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
What the frank? (11+/0 -)

Fired Up

by Bindle on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:01:12 PM PDT
What the french, toast? nt (3+/0 -)

"The revolution will be no rerun, brother. The revolution will be live" Gil Scott

by marknspokane on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:58:39 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Hate the phrase, hate the stereotype. (8+/0 -)

| assume you have foregone the socialist system and insist all your correspondents u

Songs at da web site | The Singularity = Nerd Rapture

by Crashing Vor  on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:02:29 PM PDT
Actually | stick with email (0+/0 -)

But yes, | avoid USPS whenever possible.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:07:43 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
It's always possible (10+/0 -)

But yes, | avoid USPS whenever possible.

Not convenient, maybe, but always possible.

-Heron

se FedEx and UPS.

Kinda nice having that USPS alternative when all t he other options are inconvenient, huh?

by Collideascope on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:14:21 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
if it weren't the law (0+/0 -)

what options might we hav e?
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free and fair competition is all | am saying.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:40:48 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Me too. Sickens me. The Post Office is (12+/0 -)

awesome and delivers great service for a price that absolutely cannot be beat.

"The future ain't what it used to be." - Yogi Berra

by brooklynbadboy on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:32:12 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
True, but something is (1+/0 -)
terribly wrong with the USPS. Not that it fires me up enough to write a diary onit - or ever would.

From Neocon to sane - thanks to Obama - and Kos.

by satrap on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:42:23 P M PDT
[ Parent ]
The only problem with the Post Office (5+/0 -)

is that they don't charge enough. If they charged market prices for the service they deliver, they'd make HUGE profits.

“The fu ture ain't what it used to be." - Yogi Berra

by brooklynbadboy on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:48:32 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Free rural delivery to northeast (7+/0 -)

central Alaska isn't cheap. The USPS does it for the same price. It is called contributing to America.

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:51:55 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Just free and open competition (0+/0 -)

And then we could actually see what might happen.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:42:16 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Are you nuts? (1+/0 -)

The USPS will mail cinder blocks to rural Alaskan villages by airplane, parcel post.

Peace?
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by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:17:25 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Then competition should not be so scar y. (0+/0 -)

Only a meren- government agency would do that.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:14:06 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
| once mailed a postcard from Palau (2+/0 -)
When it was under US administration. Talk about posting from a remote location. Of course, it was still just 13 cents (or whatever the post

card rate was at the time many moons ago).

by Darmok on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:08:26 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
You are arguing the wrong point (0+/0 -)

It doesn't matter what the cost when:

A ltisregularly subsidized with government bailouts.

A It could come from the moon for the same cheap price.

If the public option will provide needed competition in health care then private carriers are needed to provide competition i

Spooner proved Postal Service rates were too high and the government crushed him for it. Did you know he delivere

Does the USPS do that for non congress people?

Your $.44 stamp might well be $.04 with competition. Let us have competition.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:25:40 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
"Your $.44 stamp might well be $.04 (2+/0 -)

with competition."? A private for profit delivery service would likely be $5.00.
Fox "News" - America's #1 Choice For Disinformation

by kitebro on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:30:44 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Then you have nothing to fear (0+/0 -)

from competition. Right?
Competition means having options, what part of "Option” don't you get?

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:36:04 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

n postal service.

d local mail for FREE.
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il

We have competition. (2+/0 -)

Fed Ex. There. That was easy!

Fox "News" - America's #1 Choice For Disinformation

by kitebro on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:02:06 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
FedEx is not allowed to deliver (0+/0 -)

mail unless they pay USPS postage on every piece whether USPS handles it or not.

Please read about the Private Express Statutes.

http://en.wikipedia.org/...

What FedEx and UPS deliver is required by law to meet certain requirements, one of which is that they are required to be MUCH

expensive than USPS.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:12:18 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Oh. That must be why they charge (0+/0 -)

over 20 times what the PO does! Because they have to pay the PO 47 cents. Makes sense.

Fox "News" - America's #1 Choice For Disinformation

by kitebro on Fri Sep 25, 2009 at 07:44:40 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

Hm... The USPS *is* pretty good (10+/0 -)

...at keeping rates low. | can get something from Miami to Anchorage for less than the cost of a candy bar.
"Rahm Emmanuel bit my cat.” - LaFeminista

by TooFolkGR on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:07:44 PM PDT
Read up on the American Le tter Mail Company. (1+/0 -)

Didn't last long but forced the Postal Service rates in half.

http://en.wikipedia.org/...

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:09:52 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Mid - 19th Century business models ... (11+/0 -)

... usually don't apply very well to the 21st Century.

by Collideascope on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:11:42 PM PDT

more
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[ Parent ]
That may explain why the USPS (0+/0 -)

is always in trouble.

by Rogueleader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:13:43 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
In trouble? (9+/0 -)

You mean, underfunded.

And, no, it's not because the USPS is using a mid -19th Century business model because, um ... it's not.

by Collideascope on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:17:09 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

The USPS can't be underfunded since (0+/0 -)

It is not technically a government agency.

It collects postage to pay for it's expenses. When the USPS comes begging to congress it is because it has failed.

In the private world that is called BANKRUPT as GM and AIG were before they got their bailouts. Wh en you need a bailout it is because you

have failed.

The USPS is like AMTRAK which collects fares from passengers and then begs for a bailout every few years.
Then people defend it as a viable operation when in fact without the bailouts they would cease t 0 exist.
The private carriers on the other hand even though they are restricted by statute from competing against the USPS in the lett er carrying

realm still don't need bailouts.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:35:26 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Private carriers (8+/0 -)

Will not deliver to where it doesn't make economic sense. Which part of it do you not get?

by debedb on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:39:09 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Not true either way (0+/0 -)

First, the USPS doesn't deliver to many locations. They are eliminating more and more rural routes and requiring people to pick up their own

mail at the post office. And yes, they are doing that because those routes don't make economic sense.

Secondly, I'm pretty sure Fed Ex and UPS will deliver anywhere the USPS will, other than locations that they are not allowed to deliver to

such as Post Boxes.

Am | wrong on either of these?
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A

by Zobo the Clown on Fri Sep 25, 2009 at 12:41:45 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Wrong, wrong, wrong (11+/0 -)

It is not technically a government agency.

Yes, itis.  Specifically, the USPS is an independent agency of the federal government.

Like the CIA.  The EPA. NASA. The Peace Corps.

Educate yourself.

It collects postage to pay for it's expenses. When the USPS comes begging to congress it is because it has failed.

It hasn't failed, it merely keeps its user fees lower than sufficient to fully fund it, the balance of which must be made up

Very common.

It's called government providing a service. You don't like it, yeah, we get that.

by general funds.

Again, why you're here with your sniveling "I hate government!" tripe is beyond me. It's as ridiculous as going to the Sierra Club and

preaching the virtues of clearcutting.

by Collideascope on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:42:28 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
bam (4+/0 -)

It's as ridiculous as going to the Sierra Club and preaching the virtues of clearcutting

Uppercut, body blow...

Nice!

"The re volution will be no rerun, brother. The revolution will be live" Gil Scott -Heron

by marknspokane on Thu Sep 24, 2009 a t02:01:56 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
So you love government? (0+/0 -)

Joint chiefs for example? DoD?

The Postal service might be a great option why does it get to be a monopoly but Standard oil doesn't?

Free and open competition. What is wrong with that?

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:44:30 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
The USPS is not a monopoly (3+/0 -)
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There are thousands of other companies that deliver correspondence.

What they do have monopoly rights over is the mailbox. But there's nothing stopping a homeowner putti ng a separate box or a slot in the

door for non -USPS deliveries.

by on

[ ]
USPS is a monopoly ( )

Which other carriers are allowed to charge whatever they wish to carry a letter from me to anybody, anywhere.

Please read about the Private Express Statutes before providing an uninformed answer.

by on

[ ]

That' s not true ( )

No one else is allowed to deliver first class mail.

by on

[ ]

USPS obviously isn't the same as NASA ( )

NASA is not expected to fund itself through user fees. CIA, EPA, Peace Corps, none of these are self funding.

USPS is supposed to be self funding. In fact as TarHeelDem pointed out below:

From the founding of the nation to the 1970s, the US Postal Service was a government agency funded totally by taxpayer funds and stamps.
In the 1960s, the Postal Workers Union struck to gain recognition as a union. The Nixon administration created the US Postal Service as a
independent government corporation after that. And when it was created, it was mandated to use no taxpayer money and be funded totally

from postage stamps and fees.

It used to haul the mail all in government vehicles; now it has contractors hauling the mail and delivering the mail in some areas.

Considering the volume of mail it handles, it is still more efficient and costs less than FedEx or UPS. And that is considering the loss it incurs

for delivering junk mail.

Note the mandate that it be self funding.

And when it was created, it was mandated t 0 use no taxpayer money and be funded totally from postage stamps and fees.

Itisn't a charity like ACORN, providing services for impoverished child sex slave traders. They are supposed to break even.

By the way TarHeel | agree they shouldn't carry the ju nk mail at a loss.
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1

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:06:32 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Wrong again, boyo - the USPS is "losing money" (4+/0 -)

because it has to pre  -fund employee retirement health benefits.

linkie

Nobody else does. Starting in 2006 it was suddenly required to pre -pay these huge costs - BILLIONS of dollars - that none of its competitors
must pay. Its losses are less than its prepayments, so - obviously - it would be profitable if it weren't required to make them. All shipping

businesses are under stress, from gas price increases and reduction in pieces shipped, but the post office would be ok because of its cost -cuts
and postage increases if it weren't for this benefit pre -funding, Comgressionally imposed under the Bush maladministration.

Why do Rethugs hate the USPS?

by mskitty on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:35:36 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
BINGO! (4+/0 -)

Thank you for mentioning this. How many private corporations have to pre -fund their retiree hea  Ith benefits?

A society grows great when old men plant trees in whose shade they know they shall never sit. -Greek proverb

by marleycat on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:40:21 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Competition is a good thing (0+/0 )

Obama keeps saying it when he demands the public option.

Why is competition good for health care but not mail delivery?

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:46:15 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Also, and more to the point (3+/0 -)
the USPS is not allowed to retain earnings from one year to the next. They are in fact pay -go.

Costs go up, prices go up.

When UPS can deliver fifty million identical pieces of junk mail to every mailing address in America on Thursday for 4.6 cent s each then the

free market can talk.

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:46:39 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
give them a chance to try it (0+/0 -)
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by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:58:14 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Now you're being silly. nt (2+/0 -)

by mskitty on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:59:57 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Silly sure but on the serious side.... (0+/0 -)

Way not let them try. If the USPS out competes them then they go under. Big deal right?

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24 , 2009 at 03:14:05 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Right - But Adjusted For Inflation (10+/0 -)

Stamps cost 66% LESS than they did in 1844, when all that went down.

"Rahm Emmanuel bit my cat." - LaFeminista

by TooFolkGR on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:13:08 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
So does gasoline (0+/0 -)

Actually, it is about 90% cheaper. Wasn't federal bailouts of the oil industry that made it so.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:36:32 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Actually itw as. (9+/0 -)

The oil indust ry receives a shitload of taxpayer subsidies. Not to mention tremendous cost shifting for all the pollution they create.

If the true cost of oil were built into the price, it would be much higher.

"The future ain't what it used to be." - Yogi Berra

by brooklynbadboy on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:38:45 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

The subsidies you speak of are (0+/0 -)

primarily tax deductions for R&D and for exploration, etc. What most people would normally call legitimate business expenses.

But we don't have to discuss gasoline.

It could be corn, tobacco, timber, coal, candles or any number of other things. Most thin gs have gotten a lot cheaper as a result of the

industrial revolution.

Any actually subsidies where we give them money, | am all for canceling.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:50:40 PM PDT
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[ Parent ]
Dude, you're going to hear this a lot here: (6+/0 -)

if you claim to have "facts", then you need to back them up with links to support ‘em. Reputable links would be nice. For exa

magazine or The Hill or something. Nothing from RedState.

In any case, familiarize yours elf with Teh Google. Those who don't/can't/won't do that don't last long on Dkos.

Join my new country!

by Col orado is the Shiznit on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:54:00 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Oil prices  (1+/0 -)

http://en.wikipedia.org/...

Shows the major price drop came long before any anti trust action. The anti Trust stuff happenned in the 1905

following the  breakup of SO prices went up.

| don't disagree with providing links but when the BS is flying fast and furious | respond in kind. The difference being | kn

talking about and rarely miss the numbers by much.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:19:06 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
You know what you're talking about. (1+/0 -)

Good one.

Join my new country!

by Colorado is the Shiznit on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:07:33 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Thankyou (0+/0 -)

Where is that from?

"How do you sleep at night when your mind is a raging torrent, flooded with rivulets of thought cascading into a waterfall of

alternatives?”

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:18:44 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
It's from Blazing Saddles. (1+/0 -)

| heart that movie.

Join my new country!

mple, use Time

-1911 range. For the 10 years

ow what | am

creative
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by Colorado is the Shiznit on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:24:59 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
But | shoot with this hand (0+/0 -)

| love it too. | draw a blank at where the line is. Can you give me the scene?

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:50:20 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
In 1844 gasoline was priceless on account of the (5+/0 -)

fact that there wasn't any. See Moby Dick.

And it was the Fed stepping in to take care of the Standard Oil Trust that made the difference.

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:47:50 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Standard oil and the price of gas (0+/0 -)

Long before the anti trust actions, in a galaxy nearer than you think standard oil caused the price of gas to fall by 80%. He
outperforming the competition.

The breakup did not significantly impact the price of gasoline.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:01:50 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
The trust was cheaper because it was cheating (0+/0 -)

on railroad shipping costs. Gasoline came later.

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:20:04 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
See my other post in here somewhere. (0+/0 -)

The price of OIL went UP after the breakup of standard oil.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:47:21 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Keep on digging (0+/0 -)

There is bound to be a pony down there somewhere.

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:14:03 PM PDT

did it by
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[ Parent ]

Here is the link from two or three comments above (0+/0 -)

http://en.wikipedia.org/...

Shows oil went UP after 1911 in response to the antitrust action against SO.

Also shows oil went down long before trust activity.

But don't let facts get in the way of cherished opinion.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:18:46 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Your diary ~ (14+/0 -)

is now under consideration while it may not be paranoid it certainly falls within the other two categories

In the choice between changing ones mind and proving there's no need to do so, most people get busy on the proof.

by jsfox on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:07:58 PM PDT
Awesome  (0+/0 -)

Hope | win.

Now if only | were a Democrat.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:12:56 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Ding (1+/0 -)

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:48:51 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Unlikely, (1+/0 -)

you are in competition with this spectacular failure.

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:23:03 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
| like this. (1+/0 -)

I'm giving you a thumbs up. :)

Join my new country!

by Colorado is the Shiznit on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:49:30 PM PDT
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[ Parent ]
44 cents? (11+/0 -)

Maybe instead of going Postal the USPS should consider going private.

Well, there are private options.

Or you can just hop on a plane and fly to San Diego or Dallas or Boston or wherever you want your post to go. Then rent a car or take a cab

or bus or walk to the address you wish it to find.

Seems to me the cost and effort will be far more than the cost and effort of slapping a forty -four center on an envelope and clipping it to your

mailbox but, hey, that's just my 44 cents!

by Collideascope on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:09:58 PM PDT
Actually there are no private options (0+/0 -)

The USPS requires everybody who carries mail to pay USPS postage as if the USPS carried the letter wheth er USPS touches the letter or not.

Think of it like the public option.

http://en.wikipedia.org/...

UPS and FedEx do not carry regular mail for that reason.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:17:30 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
You had to go there. (3+/0 -)

The public option?  You're a franking piece of work.

Fired Up

by Bindle on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:20:20 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Frank you very much nt (0+/0 -)

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:48:42 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
You are trying way too hard (9+/0 -)

to defenda dubious  position.

You are more than free to pick any carrier you wish. | happen to like the guys in the weird, white box trucks. If brown' s your hue, have at it.

Songs at da web site I The Singularity = Nerd Rapture

by Crashing Vor on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:20:56 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
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All private letter carriers must ( )

pay the USPS postage. Look at the statutes.

That's not dubious its just real.

History

The United States Congress originally passed the PES in 1792, under powers granted it in the United States Constitution to "establish Post
Offices and Post Roads". The PES created a governmental monopoly on the carriage and delivery of letter mail, and ensured tha t this
monopoly can be enforced. Today the USPS is empowered to suspend the PES, if it believes such a private postal service would be in the

interests of the general public.

The PES consists of 18 U.S.C. § 1693 11696 and 39 U.S.C. §601 1606, implemented under 39 Code of Federal Regulations Parts 310 an d 320.
These forbid all carriage and delivery of letter mail by private organizations, except as described in the next section. The PES only cover

"letters" and not other mailable items such as parcels or periodicals.

Exceptions

"Extremely Urgent" letters

In 1979 the Postal Service authorized the delivery of extremely urgent letters outside the USPS; this has given rise to deliv ery services such
as Federal Express and UPS. These letters must either cost at least the greater of $3 or twice what First Class (or Priority) mail service would
cost, or they must be delivered within strict time limits or otherwise lose value. They must be marked "EXTREMELY URGENT". Re cords of pick
up and delivery must be maintained for Postal Service inspection if the time sensit ive exception is being used.

by on

[ ]

That doesent stop you ( )

from sending all your correspondence via FedEx. If you want to, you can.

“The future ain't what it used to be." - Yogi Berra
by on
[ 1
I am not arguing for or against that ( )
Do what you want; just stop bailing out failed companies whether GM or AIG or USPS with public money . If the USPS couldn't beg from

congress they would get their act together.
by on
[ 1

We won't send any cops or firemen to your house ( )

in case of emergency then, either. Btw, you'll need to stay away from all roads and parks immediately.
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by Colorado is the Shiznit on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:01:14 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
does the post office bring firemen and build (0+/0 -)

roads now? | pay taxes.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:28:27 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Oh, good Lord. (1+/0 -)

Way to be obtuse.

Join my new country!

by Colorado is the Shiznit on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:06:34 PM PDT
[ Parent ]
There are legit govt services funded by taxes (0+/0 ~-)

Firemen, cops and road building are three.

| don't complain about every tax or fee or stamp.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:22:05 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
There are private couriers (7+/0 -)

They're expensive, of course.

Guess that's when you use that convient USPS option, huh?

Must be rough.

You can always amend the Constitution.

Of vo te for all those politicians who hate it when the government does anything.

4 years ago, of course ...

by Collideascope on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:22:40 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
You can send a letter via FedEx. (10+/0 -)

You'll just have to pay $20. Free market.

"The future ain't what it used to be." - Yogi Berra

by brooklynbadboy on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:33:37 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

Lots of them out there.

Though not quite so many as 2 and
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Actually as the Postal Express Statutes require  ( )

You have to pay USPS postage unless you charge a lot and meet other criteria.

Exceptions

[edit] "Extremely Urgent" letters

In 1979 the Postal Service authorized the delivery of extremely urgent letters outside the USPS; this has given rise to deliv ery services such
as Federal Express and UPS. These letters must either cost at least the greater of $3 or twice what First Class ( or Priority) mail service would
cost, or they must be delivered within strict time limits or otherwise lose value. They must be marked "EXTREMELY URGENT". Re cords of pick
up and delivery must be maintained for Postal Service inspection if the time sensitiv e exception is being used.

by on

[ 1

Ummm  ( )

| wonder if this means another rate increase? Gee, the USPS has been so good about keeping rates low.

| can put a letter outsi de my door in Nowhereville, Wisconsin. It disappears and reappears a couple days later in Bumble | eat boogers
Nebraska. All | paid was 44 cents. Less than a newspaper, less than half of a Coke, less than a third of a latte. Probably less than the change

that's cu rrently shoved between my couch cushions.

Yeah, the USPS has, actually been pretty damn good about keeping rates low.

Conservatives love America like four -year -old kids love their mommies. -Al Franken
by on
How many crap diaries does it take to ( )

screw in  a lightbulb?

None. There are no bright spots (or ideas) to be found in any of ‘'em.

“Luminous beings are we . . . not this crude matter." -- Yoda

by on

Report All Obscene Mail to Your Potsmaster. ( )

Fired Up

by on

How's this for a comparison of socialized postal ( )

service vs. private postal service: One small package to mail to my sister in London, England from L .A., California. ~ Cost for UPS:  $32.00
Same package, same weight, same destination. Cost for USPS:  $8.90

Guess who got my business? And they are NEXT DOOR TO EACH OTHER.
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USPS always gets my business when it comes to sending anything to my sister. It arrives on time, unharmed and CHEAPLY. That's because

our government WORKS. Unless REPUBLICANS are in charge. Then, they throw it under a bus and wonder why it gets broken.

Republicans. | hate those guys.

by Little Lulu  on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:15:29 PM PDT
Plus, the USPS doesn't sit on your package... (2+/0 -)

... while they wait for you to open the door, unlike UPS. True story.

by Derfel on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:45:49 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

**There are several "private" postal services. (5+/0 -)

They're expensive and about as reliable as the USPS. | can't think of very much that gives you more value for price paid than a 44 cent
letter.  What's your beef with Rangel as regards the post office? Not sure | understand the motivation for your diary.

**|'m calmer now, and a little bit hopey.

by greylox on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:19:14 PM PDT
Looking at this "leader's" other diary, (5+/0 -)

he seems to want an opportunity to diss Democrats and offer no practical suggestions.

Songs at da web site I The Singularity = Nerd Rapture

by Crashing Vor on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:23:01 PM PDT
[ Parent ]
| am a huge Zell Miller fan you are not being (0+/0 -)

Fair.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:25:03 PM PDT
[ Parent ]
Along with Dennis, I'm sure. Ta ta. (4+/0 -)

Songs at da web site ! The Singularity = Nerd Rapture

by Crashing Vor on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:26:26 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

Who? (8+/0 -)

That dumbass who wrote a book whining that the Democratic Party was no longer a national party (ie, a laughably clueless book), th en
endorsed a hideously awful President for re -election (ie, after we'd all had a chance to see said President's hideous awfulness for four years)

and got so bent over a commentators remarks than he wanted to fight said commentator?

Okay.
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So what the | eatboogers are you doing at dKos?

You took a wrong turn somewhere. No tea parties here!

I'm glad as hell | sent that batch of letters with the USPS rather than with you!

by Collideascope on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:33:00 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

**| thought Zell Miller was a mummy. (1+/0 -)

**|'m calmer now, and a little bit hopey.

by greylox on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:47:17 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

Which are private postal carriers? (0+/0 -)

UPS and FedEx don't carry post they carry parcels. For good reason. See the Express statutes.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:23:51 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

**|'ve had to "overnight" letters and (2+/0 -)

they went fedex. It was not a "parcel.”

**|'m calmer now, and a little bit hopey.

by greylox on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:48:58 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

There is a difference according to the USPS (0+/0 -)

see the Private Express Statutes. If it is semantics it is theirs not mine.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:50:54 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

**You are being disingenuous. (1+/0 -)

A one page letter is a one page letter.

**|'m calmer now, and a little bit hopey.

by greylox on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 05:12:22 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

The reason | point to USPS here is (0+/0 -)

The private express statutes require FedEx or UPS to either pay USPS postage

the greater of $3 or DOUBLE the USPS rate.

They do not allow FedEx to deliver a letter  for a price determined by FedEx.

The post office delivers it at a much cheaper rate than any private entity.

Who knows where they'd've ended up!

http://en.wikipedia.org/..

Are you just wanting to play a semantics game?

Dispute THAT with FACTS.

on the letter they carry even if USPS doesn't touch it or charge
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"Extremely Urgent" letters

In 1979 the Postal Service authorized the delivery of extremely urgent letters outside the USPS; this has given rise to delivery services such
as Federal Express and UPS. These letters must either cost at least the greater of $3 or twice what First Class (or Priority) mail service would
cost, or t hey must be delivered within strict time limits or otherwise lose value. They must be marked "EXTREMELY URGENT". Records of p ick

up and delivery must be maintained for Postal Service inspection if the time sensitive exception is being used.

| am not being disingenuous the postal service is being monopolistic.

by on

[ ]

Here's the difference. ( )

USPS - same rate for everybody regardless of location and destination.

private carriers - would charge low rates between major population centers but screw over the unwanted, marginal markets. Ditto for airlines,

ditto for cable, ditto for internet service, etc.

Well, hello Mrs. Cleaver, and how is young Theodore today? -- Eddie Haskell, early NeoCon prototype

by on

There's some history you need to know ( )

From the founding of the nation to the 1970s, the US Postal Service was a government agency funded totally by taxpayer funds and stamps.
In the 1960s, the Postal Workers Union struck to gain recognition as a union. The Nixon administration created the US Postal Service as a
independent government corporation after that. And when it was created, it was mandated to use no taxpayer money and be funded tot ally

from postage stamps and fees.

It used to haul the mail all in government vehicles; now it has contractors hauling the mail and delivering the mail in some areas.

Considering the volume of mail it handles, it is still more efficient and costs less than FedEx or UPS. And that is considering the loss it incurs

for delivering junk mail.

The difference between the Postal Service and other delivery services is that when an employee of the postal service steals stuff, you hear

aboutit. When a UPS employee or Fedex employee does it, you do not.

-6.00/ -7.18
by on
Yes but ( )

If it is such a great operation and nobody could outcompete them why not allow full free and fair competition?
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And while yes they are supposed to be self funding they aren't. This is not the first time they have come begging. And if you

you will see the bailout they want, is to withhold payments from their workers retirement health funds.

If a priv ate business did that it would be akin to criminal.

Democrats moved to exempt the Postal Service from having to make $4 billion in payments due next week to cover retirement hea

benefits for its employees.

Read more: http://www.politico.coml/..

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:46:20 PM PDT
[ Parent ]
Private mail carriers would not serve many of the (3+/0 -)

remote cities routinely and if you needed mail service ot those places, they would impose surcharges.

Is that what you want?

by Ammo Hauler on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 01:56:13 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
yes they would (0+/0 -)

I am in the remote areas and pay more for my Twinkies than you do. It is a choice | make.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:31:09 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
FedEx and UPS DO NOT serve every locatio nthat (2+/0 -)

the Postal Service does and if they were put in a position to replace the USPS without any other competition, the cost of del

document to the most remote and sparsely populated areas would be astronomic.

That may be OK with you; it would be intolerable for most people.

by Ammo Hauler on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:31:09 PM P DT
[ Parent ]
| didn't say replace (0+/0 -)

| said competition.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:33:32 PM PDT

read the article

Ith

ivering a parcel or

[ Parent ]
Hahahahahaaha...snort (3+/0 ~-)
As diaries go, | would rate this as a total fail. Both in the diary and in your comments you have yet to make a single valid point, that is really

pretty impressive. This took the cake, however:

If a private business did that it would be akin to criminal.
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Google PBGC and see what you come up with.

Lucky that you posted this on a day when there is a contest to come up with the worst diary; | think you win hands down.

A Republican is someone who can't enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciati ng agony. |

Love OCD

by nippersdad on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:15:44 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
PBGC and that means? (0+/0 ~-)

bailouts? yes.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:33:00 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
For whom and by whom? (1+/0 -)
Look it up. Your precious economic theory is on the rocks and all you have to say is nya nya nyaaaaah? How do you expect anyo ne to take

you seriously?

We have enough clowns in the clown car already.

A Republican is someone who can't enjoy his privileged po sition unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciating agony. |

Love OCD

by nippersdad  on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:38:02 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

You seem to be saying there is a government (0+/0 -)

bailouts for pension funds as though that is germane.

The former governor  of my state, Gaston Caperton, was barred from coal mining in WV because he ripped off the pension funds of miners.
Yes he was a greedy, rich, Democrat like Jay Rockefeller or Charlie Rangel.

How come everybody wants to give them a pass for being greedy?

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:54:02 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
That is exactly the point. (2+/0 -)

How come everybody wants to give them a pass for being greedy?

Few people here are interested in giving anyone a pass for being greedy. Anyone.

You come on here an d point to one of the most successful programs in United States history, the model by which all other postal services on
the | eat boogers ing planet are measured, and claim that their cost overruns are somehow worse than the literally thousands of private

entities which Republican policies have routinely bailed out the last twenty or so years? Start small, man.
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(0]

This is not a Dem vs. Rep thing, this is a corporatist vs. the people thing. Neither Party has a lock on the corporation vote , hence the
problems we are pres  ently seeing trying to get anything which might potentially work in favor of those they were actually voted into office to

represent.

Don't play the anti  -intellectual caricature on these boards, we already have enough travellers already who have somehow ma naged to get in

under the wire. If you wish to stay and play that game, a little nuance will be in order.

A Republican is someone who can't enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciati ng agony. |

Love OCD

by nippersdad on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:03:58 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
So you agree with me Rangel has to go? (0+/0 -)
| am all for getting rid of corrupt politicians no matter what the stripe.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:15:31 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Again, why Rangel in particular? (1+/0 -)
Are his actions in any way different from a McConnel's or a Hastert's or a Vitter? It is the political culture which needs to change, | wouldn't

like to single anyone out for derision simply because they have a D after their name.

Some D's are clearly just as bad, but to play the R vs. D game at this point is a silly ploy by those who wish to divide the forces of their

opposing combatants in an effort to make them lose sight of the overall objective.

A Republican is someone who can'  t enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciating agony. |

Love OCD

by nippersdad on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:24:24 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Rangel has been cheating on his taxes. Right now. (0+/0 -)
And he writes the tax code. Geithner is another example. The guy in charge of the IRS cheats on his taxes. | can't say to Has tert, Vitter or

McConnell. Not because my opinion is different but because | am unsure which thing you refer too. If they are cheating on taxes or otherwise
breaking the law then they must go too. That is not lip service, it is simple this; We as Americans have to realize we are be ing p layed by the
politicians of both parties. By and large they are all crooks or incompetents. We need to rebuild the government as represent ed by these guys

from the ground up. None of them are trust worthy, none deserve our respect.

Obviously | speak in gen  eralities and of the 535 people in congress there are a few who don't fit that mold.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24,2 009 at 03:32:21 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
0.K, now write a diary on that point (1+/0 -)
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and you just might become one of the more valued diarists on these boards. | have found that increasingly few on this site wo uld argue the

points you have  just made.

Comparing the USPS, a fantastically successful publicly held corporation asking for additional funding due to unavoidable cos t overruns, to the
cynical use of the PGBC by such as Delta Airlines as a dumping ground for inconvenient overheads will buy you no love. There is a difference
that only a truly committed troll could fail to perceive. You do not want to find yourself lumped into that category if, inde ed, you have sincere

interests other than that of punching the DFH's.

A Republican is someo ne who can't enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciating agony. |

Love OCD

by on

[ 1

Thanks. | am not trying to reflect talking points ( )

I may write the diary you suggest.

| don't justify Delta or anybody else's taking advantage of PGBC. | think we should try to move all retirement funds to 401K or IRA models

that are disconnected from employers.

Then when a company screws up and goes under the employees retirement is not af fected.

| actually run a small business and fund my employee's retirement using a SEP IRA which allows me to put an amount equal to 2 5% of their

salary into their IRA.

| never have to worry about coming up short and being tempted to raid the pension fund b ecause there isn't one. At least not that | can

touch.

Somebody above spoke of the USPS obligation to prefund retirement, | am not obligated, | just do it.

by on

[ 1

Kudos on how you treat your employees. ( )

The glaring difference between your small business and the USPS, however, is one of scale and unionization. Had you ever agreed to a fixed
benefit plan, as did the USPS, you can see how upset your employees would be if you chose to renege on your commitments by th rowing

them to the wolves the second they became onerous.

They probab ly had to use the funds in order to pay fuel costs last year when they were running so exceptionally high. As you must know, next
to the US military, the USPS probably uses more fuel than any other organization on the planet, their reach is enormous, and they must get
that fixed cost somewhere or ultimately fail in their mission. There is no longer the ability to address the costs of inflati on by cutting off

deliveries when they are now down to once a day; that has already been done.
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A Republican is someone  who can't enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciating agony. |

Love OCD
by on
[ ]
| agree with you somewhat according to scale ( )
The deliveries | am not so sure. | do live in a remote area and realize further cuts to service would likely disproportionately affect me.
In discussing this with a family member the other day we were both in agreement that if we received mail every other day it w ould really

matter little to either of us. | can't say that is true of everybody.

But | also don't advocate a cut in service.

| advocate competition.

| am unaware of any industry in history that has seen customer service suffer as a result of competition and competitive forc es. | discount the

occasionally one off or anecdotal examples bec ause they occur now without the competition.

Even the military gets more efficient when faced with competition (war).

by on

[ 1

Aaaah, man! You almost had me. ( )

| am unaware of any industry in history that has seen customer service suffer as a result of competition and competitive forc es.

What you are not taking into the equation is that competition is usually cited a s a good thing to have when there is a level playing field. The
USPS, for example, is the dominant player in the field. They could still be be described as "quite competitive" if they charg ed two to three
times as much for their services than they present! y do. That is the whole point, do you want to spend two to three times as much just so

that you can say that you have competition?

Government models are usually brought into play when the markets are underserved in some way, in other words, they make up th e slack
when those who seek to compete for lucrative segments of the model choose to leave out major parts of the field because there is no profit to
be made there. Government models are usually, by definition, non profit, therefore the issue of service is moot for those who would not be
receiving the service otherwise. If the more lucrative parts of the business make up for losses in the less profitable parts, that is a cost of

doing business in non profit models, not a reason to abandon them.

Look at the airline industry. They suck and have been deregulated to even their own satisfaction ato the point where they routinely go
bankrupt just to improve their bottom line. They could not "compete”, even in their deregulated state, without immense government
subsidies. You are going to pay one way or the other, the question is how much and is it right to exclude vast numbers of peo ple just so that

one can say that there is competition in the market place.

You used the example of mercenaries in war a s an example of competition. How much better could we serve our troops in the field if we were

not paying firms like Blackwater a profit to pay their mercenaries $200,000 apiece per year? There are more mercenaries in Ir aq now than
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there are troops, how is that conflict going right now? | am not seeing how the interjection of "competition" by such luminaries of the biz as

Triple Canopy and Blackwater has made the situation in their specialized fields any better or more cost effective.

A Republican is someon e who can't enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciating agony. |

Love OCD

by nippersdad  on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 05:29:16 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
Blackwater is a good example on your part (0+/0 -)
I would only point out that the US is not exactly in a war of survival in Iraq or Afganistan and lacking a true competition t he military is s till in

a monopolistic mode.

| don't disagree with the point made by you and others that sometimes there are jobs that will not get done without governmen tdoing it or
will only get done in a slipshod fashion if left to private industry.

Policing is just  such an example. If all policing were done privately then only the well to do would have police protection. But the mere fact

that some government police forces are required to properly serve the public doesn't in anyway mean private police (security guard s) don't
have a useful and even necessary role to serve. And therefore it is not necessary or prudent to eliminate private policing al together.
USPS might not be that different. Maybe a publicly funded option is necessary to ensure mail is delivered to eve rybody but that doesn't mean

private postal services should be eliminated altogether.
If on the other hand private postal services were allowed to exist and served all areas equally then USPS would not be needed . Or could be
privitized.

More than privati  ze USPS | say just allow competition.

When Spooner had the American Letter Mail Company he delivered everywhere the postal service did and provided free local serv ice.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 05:47:55 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

Where did | say that private entities should (0+/0 -)

be eliminated? Just not subsideized by the taxpayer for services it patently does not provide equitably.

A Republican is someone who can't en joy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciating agony. |

Love OCD

by nippersdad on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 06:24:00 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
| am not into gotcha (0+/0 -)
I am not throwing out anybody's talking points. | have six kids and a small business and | want to pass things down someday. | want

freedom and a free market country for them.
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| don't say that in direct response to your last post but the one before.

| am not sure about your last post. Does that mean you don't object to allowing private mail carriage or you do?

| am not for anybody being subsidized by government whether it is cor porate welfare or bailouts. My objection to the USPS bailout is that the
existence of FedEx and UPS operating profitably means the USPS bailout was probably unnecessary.

| am not sure how people can reach the conclusion that UPS reaching more than 95% of the population of the US without the benefit of the
lucrative letter business would not be able to fill in the gap.

But maybe they couldn't. Without competition we will never know. | think it is worth knowing because if UPS can do it then as a taxpayer |
don't need to subsidize the guys who can't.

When Spooner did what he did the Postal Service claimed $.12 was needed to deliver mail but within 7 years they were forced t o
acknowledge $.05 was sufficient. Spooner delivered everywhere the Postal Service did

If it turned out UPS could do it and we privatized USPS then they should be able to do it also. Nobody is out of a job but ev erybody's service

gets better.

AT&T used to be a government protected monopoly and when they were broken up everybody said rates would go up and service would suck.
| remember talking to relatives across the country for $.25 per minute and the service already sucked. Now if you are still p aying by the
minute you are probably paying $.05 or less and the calls are clear as a Baby Bel I In inflation adjusted dollars the $.25 per minute charge

today would be at least $.50 per minute, a savings of 90% for better service. Competition works.

AT&T effectively went out of business because they couldn't adjust, maybe USPS would suffer the sa me fate. | don't know. Even if they did go
out of business their employees would have jobs with their competitors. My dad worked for AT&T after they were broken up and only "lost"
his job when he left to start the company | now run. The free market allowed him to start and his five kids to jump in and help grow a

business that serves all 50 states. Now | am the only one that is still in it because my siblings have all gone off to do or start other things.

The free market also works.

by on
[ 1
Huh? ( )

| am not sure about your last post. Does that mean you don't object to allowing private mail carriage or you do?

Of course not! But you don't seem to recognize that the private guys do not do the same thing that the public guys do. There is already
competition in the mail biz but it is for a lucrative niche market, not for everything . That is the point, and privatizi ng the USPS is the quickest

way to increase cost and decrease value that it is possible to conceive.

The AT&T example is not, perhaps, your finest moment in this argument. They were a privately held, government mandated monopo ly. Their
very existence preve nted any possible change in the system because their model was based largely upon renting out access to a privately
held infrastructure they had zero interest in upgrading. This is not the case with, say, the postal service. Everyone has acc ess to governme  nt

subsidized roads and airports; anyone with enough money can innovate, this was not the case with AT&T.


http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:217448
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/9/24/155350/633/152#c152
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2009/9/24/155350/633?detail=f#c151
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/9/24/155350/633/153?mode=alone;showrate=1#c153

A Republican is someone who can't enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciati ng agony. |

Love OCD
by on
[ ]
Everybody has theoretical access ( )
to the roads but they are denied access for the use of mail carriage by law. That seems very similiar to AT&T which denied ac cess because of

legal protections.

As for subsidizing you and | and FedEx and UPS all pay gas taxes to build the roads.
USPS doesn 't pay those taxes. But they do use the roads. So in a very real sense We and FedEx and UPS subsidize USPS even more than the
general fund bailouts. We pay for an infrastructure that we are not allowed to use for mail carriage. But USPS is allowed to use i t even though

they don't pay for it. So on the question of "private" use of public infrastructure | would say USPS fails.

In an aside for those constitutional scholars out there one of the "mandates” was to build postal roads. Yet they aren't building postal roads.
In fact not all post offices are built with USPS money either. Combined these are the two actual constitutional mandates in t he postal clause
which are commonly used to justify th e USPS monopoly.

From what | have seen First Class mail is THE lucrative market. If it weren't FedEx and UPS would want no part of it.
If the postal service really could do the job better why would anybody give the express business to FedEx? FedEx is more expensive. They
currently cost more for overnight but in truth if it HAS to be THERE you send it FedEx or UPS. Or at least most people do. Th at speaks

volumes for the service level the postal service actually delivers. FedEx offers a moneyback guarantee.

| have not been able to confirm but one estimate says the USPS uses about 800,000,000 gallons of gas per year. Seems like a r easonable
estimate. With the average gas tax somewhere around $.40 per gallon that is $320 million per year they are subsidized by you and me and

FedEx and UPS, etc.

Nippersdad, | appreciate the intelligent discourse.

by on

Hmmmm  ( )

Well, this  simply must be wrong:

Everybody has theoretical access to the roads but they are denied access for the use of mail carriage by law.

Because | have received registered letters via FedEx in one of those cardboard envelopes at my home.

As for subsidizing  you and | and FedEx and UPS all pay gas taxes to build the roads.

USPS doesn't pay those taxes.
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A

First of all, | have never heard of this. Even so, if you are accurate in your estimate of how much fuel USPS goes through, t hen not paying a
gas tax would be  a pretty good idea in support of a publicly mandated postal service. Why would we want to make the service more
expensive than we have to? Do fire departments or police departments also get this deal? Why should this be a problem? You ar e going to

pay one way or the other, why should the public pay multiple times for a service adequately addressed as it is? This is a good thing!

If the postal service really could do the job better why would anybody give the express business to FedEx?

| havew no idea, because

FedEx is more expensive.

| have never had any difficulties with the post office and have had many problems with United Parcel and FedEx in spite of th e premium paid
to use them. It only takes a couple of times when they refuse to pay off insurance claims for one to become wary of them. Never been a

problem with the USPS.

Given the option, | always try to talk people out of going anywhere else; if for no other reason than in self defense.
A Republican is someone who can't enjoy hi s privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciating agony. |
Love OCD

by nippersdad on Fri Sep 25, 2009 at 12:11:25 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
| guess Rogue (0+/0 -)

Made the mistake of assuming the guardians  of free speech  were tolerant of the exercise thereof....

by Sattek on Tue Sep 29, 2009 at 07:04:50 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

I'm sorry, | don't understand your po int. (0+/0 -)
A Republican is someone who can't enjoy his privileged position unless he is certain that somewhere, someone is in excruciati ng agony. |
Love OCD

by nippersdad on Wed Sep 30, 2009 at 10:44:02 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
| call bullshit. the $4 billion (1+/0 -)
was a pre -funding, something that no private business is required to do. All Congress was doing was leveling the playing field.
For all those whose cares have been our concern, the work goes on, the cause endures, the hope still lives and the dream shal | never die. -
EMK
by Its the Supreme Court Stupid on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:16:21 PM PDT
[ Parent ]

If congress were leveling the playing field (0+/0 -)
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they would allow FedEx and UPS to carry mail.

USPS subsidizes it's package business and it's junk mail service by over charging for a stamp.

This is exactly how a classic monopoly works by the way. Subsidize areas you can't compete using funds from an area where you r

competition can't compete.

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 04:25:34 PM PDT

[ Parent ]
In this diary, you (1+/0 -)

were referred to the PBGC. You really ought to check that out.

For all those whose cares have been our concern, the work goes on, the cause endures, the hope still lives and the dream shal | never die.
EMK

by Its the Supreme Court Stupid on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 05:01:05 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

You should read the whole thread nt (0+/0 -)

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 05:06:13 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

Why are republicans so freaking greed y. (5+/0 -)

They smell money, they want to own it so th ey can fire you, cut your benefits and go public. Then they will forcast huge profits each quarter.

If they don't think their profit margin will beat last quarters, no big deal, they will just cut more people. Their profits will still be in the

billions of dollars, but | eat boogers the little guy, | need more money.

The future is what we decide it is going to be.

by Ann T Bush on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:23:20 PM PDT
Red leader to village (0+/0 -)

Red leader to village, over

Village to red leader,over

Red leader to village, | have a tip jar down, over

Village to red leader, what happened, over

Red leader to village, something about sending my mail over teh DARPAtubez instead of UPS or FEDEX, over

Village to red leader, they are right, we mean left, over and out.

Red leader to village, what? over
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Red leader, this is the FCC, your license appears to be out of order, Over and gbcw

Peace?

by aoeu on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:32:47 PM PDT

Your supposed to spray your lawn furniture (2+/0 -)
with that paint not huff it. This is your brain on drugs.Now take a deep breathe,go and have a nice cup of tea ,and wait for Glenn Beck to
come on that strange box in your living room he'ltkrew whatte-takeforyourhallueinations———Oh Wait  -maybe not....

Live free or Die

by kittycago  on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:53:54 PM PDT
don't have a TV (0+/0 -)

by RogueLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 02:57:30 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

USPS is a bargain. You don't know what you're (4+/0 -)

talking about

“I'd HR you for misspelling Bundt cake - but | doubt you'd see the humor in it" - wiscmass

by mydailydrunk on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 03:45:51 PM PDT
Read above you arguemnt just comes up short. (0+/0 -)

If USPS is a bargain it would not hurt them to have competition.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Sep 24, 2009 at 0 4:42:59 PM PDT

[ Parent ]

Story Updated.

DALy

Is Health
(=]

Is Health Care A Right?

by RoguelLeader [Subscribe ]

e BHE

Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:43:36 AM PDT
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| ha ve aright to keep and bear arms.
| have a right to an attorney.

Free speech is a right.

A free press is a right.

Free religious expression is a right.

Voting is a right.

Can we stop getting distracted by mixing wants with rights?

Are we not allinf avor of liberty?

| have a right to keep and bear arms.
| have a right to an attorney.

Free speech is a right.

A free press is a right.

Free religious expression is a right.

Voting is a right.

A right doesn6t signify anothero6s obligation to provide me
A gun. Unless | enlist to provide political cover for philandering presidents.

An attorney. If | rape a child they will give me an attorney.

Free Speech writers. Unless | am a politician.

My own newspaper to print what | wish.

Free church. Oops, forgot about the public school system.

NOBODY VOTES FOR ME. Unless | am dead and Al F  ranken needs a little extra.

Health care is a right.

The free market is a right.

| suggest a liberty minded politician move to attach an amendment to require the government to fund all of my rights. |

am sure Teddy "The Fish" Kennedy or Barney "BamBam" Fra nk will co -sponsor.

I would like a couple of 12ga pump shotguns and a pair of 9mm semi autos. Remember to include the ammo. 10,000

rounds apiece should get me through the summer.

| am currently foreclosing on a house after 18mos. of non -payment. The legal  fees are in excess of $10,000. Please send

the check for my attorney to Dewey, Cheatum and Howe.

wi t h:


http://rogueleader.dailykos.com/

| want my free speechwriters, Obama has the people behind TOTUS they not only tell him what to say they also tell him

what to think. In fact a teleprompter w ould be good as well.

Obama has CNN, MSNBC, ABC, CBS, the Trib publications, The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Atlantic Journal

Constitution, and the Sidwel]l Friends

Wedbve already g o overédrlguess i ik myfaulhl hane -school.

School

Student

Report;

We could help fund the New Black Panthers. The Philadelphia Experiment demonstrated their commitment to helping the

right people to vote.

Health care is a right.

Paying for it, like anything else in the free market is my obligation.

The Free Market is a right.

Perhaps if our theoretical politician

market. A right to buy whatever health care or health insurance we want from

ntroduced

an

amendment

anybody willing to sell it provided we have

the money.
Add Poll “
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TipJdar (1+/0 -)
by Rogueleader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:43:36 AM PDT
This took stones. However, public health (0+/0 -)
is a duty of governments at all levels. Governments at all levels can set up legal structures and relationships to allow individuals to come

together and assert a Tenth Amendment right to health care.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:19:39 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
I actually think health care is a right (0+/0 -)

And | think we should examine which vehicles provide the best health care.

If we look at single payer systems around the world they are not doing as well as we are.

It is practically verboten to me ntion rationing but the truth is the best known single payer systems out there include an element of rationing.

Wher ebs my

recogni zin
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If the single payer system means the government is the single payer and you don't like the coverage you get, or don't get, wh o will you take
your case to?

Look at IRS tax court. Not surprisingly the IRS tax court decides in favor of the IRS the vast majority of the time.

If health care is private then you have a shot at taking the private company to an impartial court and letting impartial juro rs decide the case.
There is no provision for that in this current health care plan; it will be a board of bureaucrats deciding and the appeal wi Il be to more
bureaucrats.

How is that health care freedom.

How does it protect your rights?

by on

[ 1

Rationing is part of ( )

any system.  Here, it is often economic. The upside, as you point out, is that there is recourse in our system.

The better system would be one that allowed provider and patient to "ration" care based on the patient and the family's needs , in other
words, one that interfered less in that provider -patient relationship.

by on

[ 1

Right rationing is everywhere ( )

| ration my ice cream intake. Both for economic and health reasons.

| agree that we want to move all bureaucrats (government or private) as far from the rationing process as possible.

On the other hand, logic and experience dictate, that left to themselves providers and patients will abuse an unfettered righ t to healthcare.
It se ems to me the only way to ensure patients and providers can be kept honest is to make the patient contribute some type of cop ay for
care received. Skin in the game so to speak. Then the patient and doctor have a good reason to ration and as long as the cop ays are

reasonable it would tend toward intelligent decisions.

| have a brother who works as an EMT. They have "regular" customers that get to ride in the ambulance. Mostly Medicaid and Me dicare but
some have no insurance at all.

First point is they have to transport them whether or not they have insurance so the administration talking point about people not rceiving

care because they don't have insurance is just not true. They are required to transport.

Second thing is insurance or no insurance the "cust omer" is not required to pay anything for this service. And since they are regular

customers the EMTs know there is nothing wrong with them. They just want to go for a ride because they are lonely.

They have to pay something or they will never stop abusing the system.
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by RoguelLeader on Tue Aug 11, 2009 at 10:47:38 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Yesitis (2+/0 -)

The real question is whether that 6th MRI on your knee is a right or not.

| personally don't think so.

Give me liberty, or give me death!

by salsa0000 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:46:02 AM PDT
well, ya know (2+/0 -)

if we had reform, five of those six MRI's, in all likelihood, wouldn't be necessary.

Just sayin'...

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by o the umanity on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:51:38 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
No, it is not. (0+/0 -)

However, making it a right is part of the plan. But as it currently stands, no it is not.

by 1918 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:17:17 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
I think if you want to pay f or the MRI great (2+/0 -)
An MRI machine is part of the overhead costs a doctor or clinic has. The more people who get the MRI the lower the per person cost of the

MRI machine (the overhead).

This is proven with  Lasic eye surgery. Remember when it cost $4000 to $6000 for Lasic. Over time the costs have come down precisely

because more people are getting it and the overhead costs have come down. Even the doctors are getting a break on the machine ry because
the OEM 's are amortizing their overhead across many doctors instead of a few.

Now Lasic can be had for as little as $600 to $800.

Think PCs, my first cost $2500 for a 386. Now they are $300 for a machine literally 1000 X faster with 1000 X more capacity.

The m ore MRIs the cheaper they will be.

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:18:18 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
The other side of that is that (0+/0 -)
it is unlikely we would have so much access to modalities like MRIs without the cash flow Medicare 9which pays promptly) prov ides. Italso

largely underwrites graduate medical education.
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by John Mine han on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:21:33 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

That'strue  (0+/0 -)

Except (ok this is a little inside baseball, but here goes anyway) MRI's are known to lead to unnecessary further treatments because false
positive detections are  a real problem with the modality. What | was trying to say is what others said better than | did: it's ok to be in a

system where people can pay to get more, but it's obviously not ok where that "more" is coming at the expense of some going w ithout at all.

Still your point is well taken.

Give me liberty, or give me death!

by salsa0000 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:47:54 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
| agree MRIs do cause unnecessary testing (0+/0 -)

But if on the one hand we say we want more preventative care that de facto means a lot of unnecessary testing.

Most preventative care is not necessary. But in a small minority of cases it will turn up something.
Mammography, for example, does not find pro blems in more than a small percentage of women. For most women it is unnecessary. Should

we give up screening and wait for a lump to show up?

When the MRI shows an anomally it is probably nothing but in a few cases it saves a life.
The answer to driving d  own the costs of MRIs is not to reduce the number of MRI's. It is in fact the opposite, the more MRI's the lower the

cost will be.

The more doctors we have the lower the costs will be for their services as well.

Seems like a government solution in the heal th care field that might work is to facilitate the education of as many doctors as possible.

Especially the primary screening doctors out there, the general practitioners.

Should we make being a doctor like being a postal worker (nothing against postal wo rkers). That is to say, a relatively low paying job with a
lot of bureaucratic red tape. How many people will want to be doctors?
Do people go to school for 8 years or more to work at the Post Office?

The argument is often made that the way to get better teachers is to pay them more; why is this not true with doctors and nurses?

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 09:20:38 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
WTF? (5+/0 -)

Daily Kos: Is Health Care A Right?

The Free Market is a right.

Did they slipi n anew amendment to the bill of rights when | wasn't looking?
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A

by dvx on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:49:22 AM PDT

AnewAmend ment (1+/0 -)

Actually, | think the 9th and 10th amendments specify that the states or people retain all rights not specifically delegated
government. Since a central command and control of the economy clause, or amendment, has never been added to the con
of free econmomic association resides in the people.

Is it your contention that | do not have the right to purchase whatever goods and services | wish with my money?

by RoguelLeade r on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:02:17 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

Is posting on Daily Kos a Right or a privilege?  (4+/0 -)

Kan Errin F demand that her account be Deleted?

And if so, will such an Act be executed upon such a Demand?

Notice: This Comment © 2009 ROGNM

by ROGNM on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:50:21 AM PDT
not having to read troll ishness this early (3+/0 -)

ain't constitutional either, but it's Kositutional, last | heard. Heh ;)

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by o the umanity on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:53:13 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

If this is trollishness (1+/0 -)

Who made you read it?

There are a lot of things we can all agree on. Based around the core idea of liberty. But if you don't want to discuss curren

be threatened by a civil discourse?

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:25:57 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

because this is not real discourse (2+/0 -)

it may be “civil" but the intent is clear, and the basis is in well known right wing talking points, false analogies, false e

men,etc.

to the federal

stitution the right

t events fine. Why

quivalence, straw

If you want to have a debate abou t actual healthcare policies, how health care really works in the US, how it can be improved, sure. But this

diary does none of that.

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:29:04 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Educate me (0+/0 -)
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Really.

Obviously I have ideas but if | am wrong show me where. Be prepared to back it up though.

So far you are merely ad hominem attacking me or the question intead of addressing it.

You say you have all of the answers but you haven't presented any of them. As | pointed out elsewhere | have six kids. You ca n bet | want
them to have good health care and their children and so on.

The models for Obama's care be it UK or Canadian system s eem to have resulted in poor health care compared to what we have here now. If

we are looking at changing the system we should be sure we are making a smart change and not just change for change's sake.

by on

[ ]

first, what is wron g with the Canadian system? ( )

And by the way that is nothing like what is being proposed here. Nothing.

| know many people from Canada and they vastly prefer their system to ours. They cannto believe how backwards we are. Same goes for all

the people | know if Europe.

What is being proposed is reform of health insurance.

Today you have to have a good job or you pay through the nose.

Today insur ance BUREAUCRATS decide about your healthcare, not your doctor.

What Obama is proposing is that people be able to buy affordable public health insurance, whether they have a job or not, no matter where

they work, no matter if they switch jobs.

You see the problem we have is that healthcare in the US wastes way too much money on a complex web of private for profit companies.
Every time you change a job you have to change healthcare and your doctors. Even when you don't change a job you often have to change

plans and doctors. And every single time there is untold paperwork and waste.

Medicare works great for seniors. It is a public insurance plan. It has far lower administrative costs than any private insurance plan.

Those are all facts.

None of this has an  ything to do with "rights" and guns or whatever else you want to drag into this.

by on

[ ]

Why claim Canada is great and deny it the model ( )

If it is great why not support it as what we should have?
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| too have met people from Canada who claim it is horrible. | would be willing to bet people from Canada when arguing about t his issue trot
out their "American" friends who either love or hate the system down there as support for their position.

| have not said "nobody in Canada" gets good health care. Some people in Ethiopia get good health care. Should we adopt that model?

Which is better a private ¢~ ompany bureaucrat making a bad call and having a right to sue in our court system or a government bureaucrat
making a bad call and having an appeal to another government bureaucrat? The government has bureaucrats too. At least with a private

company you h ave a choice of whose bureaucrats you will have.

Private companies may waste money but would computers be cheaper if the government had controlled development.

If NASA didn't control the space program; we (you and |) might well be walking on the moon today

When my mother -in-law had a bad case (life threatening) of pneumonia a couple of years ago it was Medicare that sent her home to die (she

didn't)even though the doctors thought she should stay a couple more days.

My point in listing rights above was not to toss unrelated items into the mix but instead to point out that just because something is a "right"

doesn't mean you have a right to free stuff.

by on

[ 1

Daily Kos isnt a right ( )

But it seems incumbent on people who claim free speech as a core value to not run away in fear because they are presented with a view they

don't ascribe to.

Do you really believe in free speech?

Or afraid of civil discourse?

Like the people who are currently disrupting the townhalls to avoid a civil discourse?
Do you support lib  erty?

Or are you afraid of liberty?

by on

[ ]

It's not a free market. ( )

If I want to buy a car, about all | need is the cash, or good credit.

If I want to buy health care coverage, all | need is the cash and not to have any pre -existing conditions.

Could | buy a car with apre  -existing medical condition? Sure! They won't care if | am diabetic or had/have cancer. | could even make a

long term financial commitment like a 30 mortgage and no one will worry if | have a heart condition.

Yet | couldn't even get a health insurance policy for a single year if | had the wrong pre -existing condition.

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!
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by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 06:54:35 AM PDT
exactly! (1+/0 -)

The fact that for - profit health care business has become the health -care denial business shows that Old Europe was right in putting
government in charge of health care. And the VA, Medicare, and Medicaid shows that OUR government can reliably de

Healthcare is a human right, and if Teddy Roosevelt had been successful, it would be part of the fabric of our society today,

mortality would not be #29 among developed countries.

DailyKos: the "Free Ice Cream for Everybody" crowd!

by louisev on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:02:23 AM PDT

liver quality healthcare.

and our infant

[ Parent ]
Medicaid is less than (0+/0 -)
impressive as a program. VA and Medicare exist because at a certain point (old age or service -connected disabilities) it is not economical to

insure an individual in the private insurance market.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:24:25 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
So the government (1+/0 -)

in essence

is subsidizing private insurance companies by providing health care for the least profitable demographics?

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!

by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:32:42 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
More than that: (1+/0 -)

it uses them as administrators and intermediaries, e.g., Empire BC/BS in NYS.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:52:57 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Isn't the answer then not to subsidize? (2+/0 -)

| don't think government ought to subsidize private companies. If they turn a profit let them. If they go under, somebody els

a better model.

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 10:42:35 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
This is almost always the best (0+/0 -)

approach. Chapter 7 gives you a chance to do this in an orderly manner.

by John Minehan on Tue Aug 11, 2009 at 09:14:32 AM PDT

e will enter with
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A

[ Parent ]

My dad had a pre - existing heart condit ion (1+/0 -)

It didn't make him uninsureable. His insurance just cost more. It killed him after the insurance company paid for some very e xpensive drugs
and surgery. But they did pay.

Your analogy to the car is backwards since you would be understandably upset if the car came with undisclosed "pre -existing" conditions that
resulted in your spending the money for a nice car but getting a lemon. If you knew about the pre -existing condition you might still buy the

car but would want to pay less for it in consideration.

The insurance company that charges more for a pre -existing condition is making the same judgement when it charges more for coverage of

that condition.

Itis also common to merely exclude the pre -existing condition and charge a more normal rate.
Imagine a guy gets diagnosed with cancer and is told he has six months to live. He runs out and buys $10M in life insurance. Is this fa irand
reasonable for the insurance company to be required to pay when he didn't disclose his pre -existing condition?

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:11:18 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Yes,but (0+/0 -)

who determines what is a pre -existing condition?
Who determines if treatment is in any way related to a pre -existing condition?
I don'tt  Buying insurance should be like buying a bag of grapes in the store - you know what the price is, you make sure the grapes are not

moldy or damaged, you pay per pound.

Say | am diabetic. My policy excludes anything diabetes related. | cut my foot, it becomes infected. The policy pays for the antibiotic. The
wound doesn't heal because of diabetes related poor circulation in the extremities. The policy refuses to cov  er any care of the wound. It's
the pre -existing condition. The ten dollar antibiotic they pay for. The weeks of follow up care - YOYO.

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!

by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:34:16 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Caveat Emptor (1+/0 -)

We have this notion that the customer is the only one with the right to make subjective decisions. If the grapes are moldy yo u don't buy
them.

If the customer is moldy not only does the insurance company have a requirement to "buy" them he can't make an a djustment for the
condition.

by RogueLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:58:30 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Lovely, buying consumers (0+/0 ~-)
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like buying commodities and then dropping them once they become unprofitable.

What am |, a securitized asset? Why not take out insurance policies on my health and then bet on the chances | get sick

someone else pay up when | do?

Apparently “"public service" has no part in the insurance industry. Why hasn't Wal*Mart moved into it yet?

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!

by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:22:42 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

Walmart has moved into it (0+/0 -)

Walmart has started a clinic system. Given time they may have an effect on costs.

See http://walmartstores.com/...

Public service is by the way also in the health system if you mean "pro bono" work. Lots of doctors volunteer time and money

across America.

by Rogueleader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 09:45:05 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
By theway (0+/0 -)
"Buying" consumers is exactly what is happening. A government run option is no different. The only difference is the medium o
A pri vate insurance company "buys" a consumer based on the cash and condition of the consumer. Government run health care only car
about the vote or vote organizing ability of the consumer. This is because the government will use the vote to get the cash f

else.

When we have already seen people getting audited by Nixon's or Clinton's IRS for their political views what reason do we have
healthcare won't be decided the same way.

Sure today everything is beautiful with Obama, Pelosi, Frank , etc. What happens when the Republicans take control?

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 10:50:49 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Odd that he was insurable. This is getting more (0+/0 -)

diffi cult.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:25:24 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
it is even worse than that: (0+/0 -)

If you have agood  job at a large company you pay very little for your health insurance.

If you are self employed or if you are out of work you pay much much more for LESS coverage.

- and then make

at public clinics
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| guess that is a right too?

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:21:32 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

To be milked dry (0+/0 ~-)

by the capitalist system?

If Free Markets are a right, apparently so!

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!

by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:26:30 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
If big business is bad (1+/0 -)
How is big government better?
| am not a fan of big business or big government. Both act in their own interests (obviously) and do not take me, the custome
consideration. They don't have to.
Jefferson made it clear he did not like monopolies because they were a threat to the av erage man.
How is a monopoly of government better?
Look at the current state of the drug war. It is ridiculous. And a failure.
If the states individually controlled this issue some would legalize others would not. Overtime the best policies would be wo
various states. Instead the federal government has imposed a solution that has resulted in draconian laws, no knock raids, ja

numbers of minorities whose only offense is selling a weed that is native to America.

by Rogueleader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:06:29 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
If there are NO checks and balances (0+/0 -)
then neither government NOR business is good. Regulation not only protects the consumer, it protects the businesses as well.

industry may take decades to recover from buying tainted feed by suppliers trying to make a little more money.

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!

by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:24:57 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

China executed one of the Milk guys (0+/0 -)

He won't be causing problems. I'll bet his buddies will give it a second thought as well.

| would not make the claim there is no room for regulation but do we have no regulation?

I do think over regulation creates a system so complex that many just begin to ignore it.
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by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 09:49:39 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
because government can be held (0+/0 -)

accountable. Business not so much.

Why is Social Security so successul?

Why does Medicare work so well and why does it have far lower administrative costs than private fo r profit health insurance?

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:38:19 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
If I don't like what Blue Cross does (0+/0 -)

I switch to United Health or whatever.

If  am a soldier and | don't like what the VA decides... What | go fight for Canada?

A government run health care system is accountable to everybody how?
Right now in the US, if you have good insurance you get the best health care regardless of your personal wealth. Lots of peop

relatively poor do have good health insurance though their employer.

Only the rich have the option of leaving the countr y and paying for it elsewhere, so government run health care means only the rich will

receive the best health care.

Proof? Where do the rich of the world go now for their health care?

Which by the way proves, we do currently have the best health care.

If we tear ours down, there will always be a place for the rich to go, just not you and me.

by RogueLeader on Mon Aug 10 , 2009 at 10:37:20 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
| agree the large companies have an advantage (0+/0 -)

I run a small business and cannot deduct my health insurance but an employee of a large business can. Sort of. It is just pre

them.

So why not push for full deductability for all health insurance?

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:29:19 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Makes sense, however, you (0+/0 -)
still don't have mar ket power with the payor. Why not let small businesses and individuals form buying co -ops?

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:27:18 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

le who are

-tax dollars for
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A

The legal and regulatory (0+/0 -)
system is designed around health care coverage provided by a large, self -insured employer's ERISA plan, a situation that is diminishing
rapidly in the labor market. We need to redesign that system.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:11:10 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
| don't have an objection to people freely (0+/0 -)
choosing to join groups and perform essentially collective bargaining against the insurance compani es. Sam's Club already does this. | don't

use them but | did look at it for my employees. | found a better deal on my own.

The system is built to favor big business. That should be fixed by making all health care costs and insurance fully deductabl

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 09:53:58 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

| don't care for the is it or is it not a right . (4+/0 -)

Its good policy .

Universal Health Care is good / needed policy .

"Wind is a total waste of money." davidwalters Oct 4 09

by indycam on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:12:05 AM PDT
Okay, letme ~ (0+/0 -)

see if I'm understanding what you're trying to convey here.

So then, denying someone/anyone a lifesaving medical procedure or medication because they may not have the funds to pay the e

fee that "someone" has decided to charge for said procedure o r medication is then a right?

Got it.

Is dying a right or a privilege?

"Ancora Imparo." ("l am still learning.") - Michelangelo, Age 87

by Dreaming of Better Days on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:19:28 AM PDT

Toclarify (1+/0 -)

If I am laying on the street and dying of a heart attack which citizen is required to repond? If somebody walks by without re
they trampled my rights?

Is the doctor at the hospital required to provide healthcare without charge? Is he allowed to leave at the end of his shift e

patients waiting? How long can he be required to stay?

xorbitant

sponding have

ven if there are

If he is getting paid by the tax payer and not being requi red to do all this for free; then how long can he be required to stay? Until every

patient is served?


http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/39?mode=alone;showrate=1#c39
http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:183146
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/39#c39
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2009/8/10/94016/2385?detail=f#c15
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/73?mode=alone;showrate=1#c73
http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:217448
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/73#c73
http://www.dailykos.com/story/2009/8/10/94016/2385?detail=f#c39
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/11?mode=alone;showrate=1#c11
http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:49861
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/11#c11
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/14?mode=alone;showrate=1#c14
http://www.dailykos.com/user/uid:79924
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/14#c14
http://www.dailykos.com/comments/2009/8/10/94016/2385/51?mode=alone;showrate=1#c51

Does the doctor have any rights?

Does the squeamish guy on the street have any rights? Is he required to perform CPR because | have a right to health ca re?

The idea that the federal government is going to do all of this so efficiently that it wil cut health care costs seems suspec t. Which government
programs can be called a success from a cost cutting angle? Which provide better service than private busin esses?

by on

[ 1

We are all responsible ( )

for our thoughts, words and actions and we reap the benefits and consequences that go with them.

The bottom line here is what's most important and who decides it? So | ask you, what is most important to you, a human life or a healthy
financial bottom line for health insurance carriers? And do you work for or represent one in any w ay?

See, I've never seen a Brink's truck leading a funeral procession and I've yet to see a health insurance representative at a funeral home,
offering their condolences to the bereaved family of someone who lost a loved one due to not being able to afford health care coverage or

being able to pay for necessary medication or a necessary medical procedure.

I've seen what dying because one cannot afford health care insurance looks like . Can you say the same?

Have a nice day.

"Ancora Imparo." ("I am still learning.") - Michelangelo, Age 87

by on

[ ]

Personally responsible ( )

Is a good point. But if we are personally responsible then we must be responsible for determining if what we are doing is the best way to

accomplish the goal.

You posit that an insurance company should not be worried about the bottom line. If they do not worry about the bottom line t hen they will
not be in business for long. If we didn't have insurance companies we would all be required to pay for our own care d irectly. Meaning the

person with catastophic needs would always die.

The argument in favor of a government run system seems to imply that they will do a fairer job than the insurance company.
Is the government fair?
Are they reasonable when you have a di fference of opinion with them?

Do they manage money or resources well?

And again who will you appeal to if you don't like their answer?
Will life and death decisions come down to whether or not your individual congressman has "pull" with the government b ureaucracy in charge

of health care and whether or not you have "pull" ($$$) with your congressman?
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by Rogueleader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 10:02:53 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

No I don't work for or even like insurance cos. (0+/0 -)

| don't like M$ and Bill gates particularly either but personal feelings aside | use M$ products and | buy health insurance.

| don't like we aring a seat belt but | do anyway. | don't expect some magical government fairy to come down and buckle my seat belt just
before | crash.

A selt beat is a form of insurance and if | want the benefit of it | buckle up 100,000 times for every time | actuall y need it.
| don't think people should be required to buy health insurance.

| don't think seat belt laws are right either.

The truth is seat belt laws and the public option are just taxes under a different name.

by RoguelLeader on Thu Aug 13, 2009 at 10:08:10 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
idiot ic blather of false analogies (3+/0 -)
and false equivalence, typical right wing talking points. Nothing new here.

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:23:55 AM PDT
Typical Demagoguery that avoids the question (1+/0 -)

| am at core merely asking if it is a right, who is required to provide it?

Which other "rights" are you required to pay for? And why?

If today, | am employed, | have an obligation; if | quit my job because | don't like my boss now YOU are require to provide f or me?
Assuming we get a single payer system, would it be wrong for me to pay for a surgery or drug the government won't cover because | can
afford it?

by RogueLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:36:13 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

the real question is - what is the best public (2+/0 -)

policy for our country. How best to organize health care and health insurance.

Your false choices and imflammatory rhetoric about gun ownership are not helpful.

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:41:53 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Will single payer health care (2+/0 -)

make our employers more competitive globally?

That should be a question every business owner asks.

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!
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by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 07:45:28 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Probably not, due to the tax burden. (0+/0 -)

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:14:00 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
You'd prefer sick employees? (0+/0 -)

Employees dropping out of the workforce to care for family members?

Proud member of the Cult of Issues and Substance!

by Fabian on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:18:37 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
As a pure economic (1+/0 -)
decision, yes.  Of course, it usually isn't a pure economic decision. Better to get employers out of the benefits business in toto .

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:29:14 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
If you quit your job to start Microsoft, (2+/0 -)
we all benefit. ~ "Job-lock" is an issue. Better to set up a system through which people have non  -employment based coverage.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:13:27 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

Absolutely dead on (0+/0 -)

That is what seems so appealing about HSAs. It is what | settled on for my employees because if they leave, and it doesn't ma tter why, they
take the money with them.

Now we need a personal HSA option so employees or "unemployees"” can do it at their own di scretion as well as letting employers offer it if

they choose.

by RogueLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 10:06:54 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

The problem with that is (0+/0 ~-)

the high -deductibl e insurance, which in practice is often unreliable. (There is an incentive to disclaim with a larger "nut" at issue.) The
solution to that might be to let people buy across state -lines and promote better payors.

by John Minehan on Tue Aug 11, 2009 at 09:22:28 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

lhaveit (1+/0 -)

for me and mine. So far | haven't heard from any employees about problems with claims. | only have a dozen so | think | would hear. We

have had it a few years.
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| think buying across state lines is a great idea. As far as promoting better payors; itisn't a ny easier than promoting better politicians.

If consumers aren't smart enough to switch to a better provider how can they be trusted to vote for a better politician?

Of course they don't always have the choice but that comes back to separating the employ er from the benefit relationship.
Even though | currently provide for my employees | think separating it is a better idea because people could then join buyers co-opts or
whatever to buy just exactly the insurance they want. Which one of my employees does . She opts out of our company insurance because she

likes a plan she gets from some group better. | don't know the details.

For those who wonder, yes | would be happy to fork over the money | currently spend on benefits to the employees. Right now i fldid that,

the extra money they get would be subject to income tax.

by on

[ ]

are roads a right? Are schools a right? ( )

Is police protection a right?

Clean air? Clean water?

Safe cars?

Traffic signs? Traffic lights?

Safe food?

The list could go on an on.

by on

| think the difference ( )

Is what you would call an inherently governmental functio n. Since health care has been successfully provided by private means thoughout our
history it is difficult to see the case for inherent governmental function. | have some friends in the libertarian camp who t hink police should

also be private but there are few cases in history of that being done successfully. They are wrong.
Since we have available the best possible health care on the planet and the only real question is one of access to that healt h care, why not

use a refundable tax credit like the earned income tax credit to allow people to purchase health insurance.

| have personal experience to know that the pre -existing condition question is a false question since my father was able to purchase
insurance with a pre  -existing condition and my wife and | purchased insurance after we found out she was pregnant with our first son.
Pregnancy is usually considered a pre -existing condition. | have carried insurance since then. Six kids now.

by on

[ 1

It's only the 'best possible healthca re' ( )

if you're incredibly rich.
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On average, to the average citizen, getting the average healthcare, it's the 37th best, and we still pay obscenely to get that.

Wouldn't you rather get what you pay for, rather than paying for far more than you get?

Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God. - Thomas Jefferson

by on

[ 1

Foregoing for a moment ( )

Cost, we do have the best health care on the planet. Of course, the more money you have the better your access to that will be.

But we do have the best healthcare.

The question is how do we deliver it to the most people?

The reason we have the best health care is because it pays very well to develop new drugs and techniques.

When DVD burners came out they were expensive and only the richest could afford them. But it was these early adopters, who paid too
much, even though the rest of us couldn't afford a burner, that eventually caused the costs to fall. Now a DVD Burner costs a bout $20.
People invest in the pharma industry precisely because there are big profits to be made. Without th profits the investments w ould go

elsewhere and new drugs would not be developed.

It may seem greedy or seedy but profit is what drives the developm ent of technology no matter what the field. Take away the profit and you

take away the progress.

Is a government run health care system the best way to deliver the best care when they are already attacking the engine that produces the

best care, profit?

by on

[ ]

| do not have the best healthcare on the planet. ( )

I live in the US.

You can't 'forego cost' when cost is the exact reason | don't have access to the ‘best healthcare on the planet'.

So no, 'we' don't have the best healthcare on the planet. A select few extremely wealthy have the best healthcare on the planet.
The cure for polio didn't come around because of the profit motive. It came around because society recognized polio as a serious problem,
and government and public funds were sought to find a cure. Government devoted public monies and schoolchildren collected dimes by the

million to send in and fund research.

When society has a problem, there is incentive to try and fix that problem, whether or not anyone makes a profit along the wa y.
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And, in fact, there's more profit to be made in keeping people sick and feeding them pills forever than there is in actually curing them. You
simply cannot expect the profit motive to be beneficial to society. It might in passing, but it's after profit, and doesn't ¢ are whether the profit

is generated by helping society or not.

Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God. - Thomas Jefferson
by on

[ ]

How many of the researchers working on Polio ( )

Worked for free?
Of course the profit motive was involved. But you are correct that there was also a lot of time and effort volunteered to the cause as well. |
am not running down public service.

| am simply saying we do have the best health system. The obstacles are cost and availability.

In order to make the system better it is not enought to pass a law and declare it so. We will not have a better sys tem than we do now just
because congress declares it to be law. If we do not examine the system and understand what is working and what is not, any r eform effort
will fail.

Part of your assertion is based on a fallacy. You are correct that you do not have the "best" healthcare. And you never will. There is only one

"best" heart surgeon and you are never going to get him. Passing this bill is more likely to send him offshore than cause him to take less than
he is worth.

You may think he is greedy but | doub t you, or most people, determine your place of employment based on altruistic notions of where you

can do the most good. You probably make that determination based on who pays the most or which job would provide the best qua lity of life

for you. Doctors ar e no different.

Adequate health care delivered to a high standard is what we do have in this country. And by that standard we have the best h ealthcare in
the world. It doesn't mean everybody has access to it but getting that access has to be the goal. Tea ring down our system and replacing it
with another system that has come up short “of our current system" everywhere it or something similiar has been tried makes n 0 sense.
by on

[ 1

Granted ( )

I don't know how many worked for free, although some were no doubt salaried, and would have been paid whether they were worki ng on

polio or something else.

There is only one "best" heart surgeon and you are never going to get him. Passing this bill is more likely to send him offsh ore than cause

him to take less than he is worth.

Why do | care if he works in the US or offshore? I'm never going to get him. He already charges so much that only the elite can afford him,

in which case it probably doesn't matter to them whether he treats them in the US or France, or wherever he decides to go.
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If we do not examine the system and understand what is working and what is not, any reform effort will fail.

That | certainly agree with. And | think the one of the main places the system fails now is that somewhere between 20 and 30% of costs

don't actually go to healthcare, but to insurance. Another is that we pay by the procedure rather than the amount of time worked. So that
your doctor makes more money simply by ripping through dozens of patients in the shortest time possible, ordering as many tes ts as
possible. If doctors were hourly workers, like many of the rest o f us, they could make more money by working more hours, but not simply by

padding the bill with unnecessary procedures.

(And btw, no, | didn't actually choose my place of employment based on wages. For the last decade, I've worked for about 1/3 of the
ind ustry average for my skillset and geographical area. Money isn't actually the be all and end all for everyone. As long as you've got

enough to pay the bills, it's all good.)

Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God. - Thomas Jefferson

by on

[ 1

Competition ( )

It's the reason Humana, Blue Cross and so on are doing as much as possible to eliminate admin costs. If Humana can save 10% on its admin

costs that is money to the bottom line.

They are greedy right?

Government on the other hand is driven by something other than profit motive. If Medicare has a lower overhead cost, | have h eard th is
before, why?

What are they not doing that saves so much?

If Humana could save that much and add that savings to their bottom line why do they not just copy the methods Medicare is us ing?

| am not sure what the basis of the claim is either. Is it per Visit? Per patient, Per doctor?

| can speak directly to the point concerning charging by the procedure as opposed to by the hour. Auto mechanics work the sam eway. Itisa
way that a superior mechanic can be compensated more than an inferior. The superior machanic may be able to do twice as many brake jobs

as the inferior. To the customer a brake job is a brake job right? In fact even though you pay the superior mechanic more by the hour you get

your car back sooner. He benefits and you benefit.
Now comes the question of quality. Is it possible to assume automatically that the slower mechanic is doing a better job? Some would sa y yes

but realistically the answer is no.

I am in the WAN/LAN business and can say without question, my fastest technicians also p roduce the highest quality as determined by

callbacks.

| pay piece work (by procedure), a system | learned from my dad who owned a service station back when it meant wash the windo ws, check
the oil, etc.

That doesn't mean the slow guy is doing a bad job either. The issues of speed versus quality are only slightly related in fields that require
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skill.

Whether it is a LAN tech, mechanic, or doctor the final answer to the quality issue is limited regulation and then litigation

by on

[ ]
Right now  ( )

You've got what, 20 different major health insurance industry players, each duplicating all the work of the others.

You get one gov't agency doing it, you save in economy of scale and lack of duplication of effort. And Humana can't ‘add that to their bottom

line' unless they buy out every other player.

| spent 10 years in IT. Much of that time was spent fixing code that piecework guys created that worked fine in the short term, but showed

weird as hell intermittent bugs over the course of years, because they were incentivized to code as many pieces as fast as po ssible.

Relying on lax regulation and litigation means you've already screwed the pooch, and now you have to go through all sorts of hassle to get

money back, instead of the quality work you wanted in the first place.

Those who labour in the earth are the chosen people of God. - Thomas Jefferson

by on

[ 1

Economy of scale ( )

Since the 20 big guys in insurance all have millions of customers | don't think it is likely the government i s realizing an economy of scale that

the insurance guys aren't.
As you say the piece work of yesterday is giving you fits now. Nobody made the people who hired the “piece work" people hire them. They did
so because of short term cost savings. It isn't the piece work guy's fault if his code doesn't play well with other code developed after he was

gone. He is only responsible for the piece he did.

If the rosy projections about nationalized health care all become true it to would be a short term gain. We can know this because all
government spending eventually costs more than it should whether it is Amtrak (I know semi -private) or the military or GM, AIG bailouts.
If 50 states are creating legislation some will get it right. If one federal government creates legislation the odds of them getting it right are

effectively zero. If the fed gets it wrong we have no other choices. They seem to be getting it wrong.

Having choices has to be better than not.

The guy who hired your piece work programmer did not look int o the future and develop a plan for the long term. You had to deal with that.
We can't let a bunch of politicians rush through a plan without examining the long term consequences of that plan or the bugs we have to
deal with will be dead relatives or dead us.

If this was about a public plan the bill wouldn't be 1000+ pages long. It would be four sentences.
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Let there be a public health care plan. And there was a public health care plan. Thou shalt not subsidize the public health ¢ are plan from the

general f und and thereby put the private providers out of business. And it was so.

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 01:32: 18 PM PDT
[ Parent ]
A here's the problem (1+/0 -)
our health care system is a disaster for most people. Not anywhere near "the best".
The"best" on what dimension? We rank very low on overall health, life expectancy, childhood mortality, any index you care to use.
And how has healthcare insurance been so "successful"? See my other comments for information about how pathetic, inefficient, etc our

"private health insurance" is

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:04:27 AM PDT

[ Parent ]

A But we have the best (0+/0 -)
cancer survival rates in the world and are near the top in survival for cardiac patients, our primary epidemiological threats. On the other
hand, we are probably less well positioned on HIN1. There are trade offs.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:08:37 AM PDT
[ Parent ]

A we also have the most cardiac patients (0+/0 -)
and the most obesity, and alot of cancer.

Looking at overall health and well being we are way behind most industrialized countries. Way behind.

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:11:42 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
A Butlittle of that is (0+/0 -)

medical, as opposed to cultural.

by John Minehan on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:14:59 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
A no, alot of it is due to the fact (1+/0 -)
that we have so few primary care physicians and so many people have no insurance, so they don't get good counseling and preve ntative care.

Our whole system is backwards. We spend all our money on extraordinary measures to save people who are unhealthy and dying.

by bluegrass50 on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 08:16:26 AM PDT

B [ Parent ]
A I told my brother not to eat so many twinkies (1+/0 -)
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He still weighs 350Ibs. He sees a doctor regularly and | am sure has been given the facts about his weight. Counseling from a doctor isn't
going to cause people to make better choices. F ree health care isn't going to cause people to make better choices either.

My brother developed his own problems, and while | might be willing to help my brother if his diet causes health problems, | do not have an
obligation to help him. He brought it on himself.

I have a few family members that have alcohol problems. Some have gone to couseling, some have not. The counseling money was wasted.
If I had been required to pay for the counseling it would have been ridiculous. It is a sad story and will kill them eventually. | volunteered to

pay for counseling for one. Am | now to be obligated to pay for the health care she is sure to need later as a result of the alcohol?

| have another friend who is promiscuous in the extreme. He has had several diseases, a m | obligated to pay for his ointments?

When you say FREE you are inviting the behavior that brings about the need.

by on

[ 1
did | ever say FREE? No, not once, ( )

| said we should have a public health insurance option.

And by the way, a few counterexamples don't prove anything.

In countries where there is adequate preventative care and access to general physicians there is better health.

by on

[ ]

Perhaps FREE was a poor choice on my part ( )

There are certainly some who currently get free care and they will continue to do so under this current plan.

However maybe the better way to describe it is disconnected.

The people getting the care under a plan that is tax supported or required by Obama will have no reason to avoid activities t hat cause medical
problems. They also have little incentive to make a judgement call as to whether or not they actually need a doctor.

They are disconnected from the consequences of their decisions. When there are no consequences for bad decisions, bad decisio ns will be
made.

With six kids the number of bumps, scrapes and cuts that could have sent me to t he doctor have been legion. Because | use an HSA (and

common sense) only two sets of stitches and a couple of antibiotics have been needed.

by on

[ ]

Personal Choices ( )

best explain the obesity rate, lend a lot of weight to the cancer rates and even the wellbeing rate (exercise).

The only way government healthc are can overcome these issues is to begin telling people how to live. Don't eat that, don't bungee jump,

don't smoke, don't have unprotected sex, jog five miles a day, etc.
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There will be no part of your life not subject to government scrutiny if they are r unning health care. It will all be on the table because we will

need to control costs.

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10,2 009 at 10:23:31 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
BS (0+/0 -)

a PUBLIC OPTION might do that. But if you don't HAVE the public option, you do not have to give any more info to the governme nt than you

would have to give to your own insurance company now.

And you will not  have to have the Public Option. What part of tha t have you missed again?

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by o the umanity on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 10:50:11 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
Obama said he wanted a public option (0+/0 -)

In fact at one point he said the public option would eliminate private insurance. He indicated that was his goal.

by RoguelLeader on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 10:53:35 AM PDT
[ Parent ]
link? (0+/0 -)

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by o the umanity on Mon Aug 10, 2009 at 10:56:20 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
Hereyougo (0+/0 ~-)

"I happen to be a proponent of a s ingle payer universal health care program. | see no reason why the United States of America, the

wealthiest country in the history of the world, spending 14 percent of its Gross National Product on health care cannot provi de basic health

insurancetoevery body. And thatés what Jim is talking about when he says everybody in, nobo
universal health care plan. And thatodés what 16d |ike to see. But as all of you know,

http://lwww.youtube.com/...

by RogueLeader on MonAug 10 , 2009 at 11:17:26 AM PDT

[ Parent ]
feelfree (0+/0 -)

to quo te the passage where he states

the public option would eliminate private insurance. He indicated that was his goal

Necessity is the mother of revolution...
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by on

[ 1
Are you indicating he ( )

means single payer but the NOT the elimination of other payers? How does that work?

"A single payer health care plan, a universal health care plan. And that 6s what 16d |like to see. But as al/l
immediately”
With the second sentence indicating it won't happen immediately but it is what he is working towards.
Maybe you can torture another meaning out of it.
by on
[ 1

the only thing ( )

I'm doing here is asking you to quote, from what you claim is a link to a youtube video, where Barack Obama ma kes this claim:
the public option would eliminate private insurance. He indicated that was his goal
The only torture at this point will be how many more posts it will take before it's crystal -clear whether or not that particular quote will ever
materiali ze....
Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by on

[ 1

| am not sure when a paraphase became ( )
a quote. | didn't indicate by the use of any punctuation that what you are questioning was a direct quote from Obama.
The use of the words "He indicated" makes it pretty clear the original post was a report on the substance of what he said and not a direc t
quote since it is unlikely that Obama would refer to himself by saying "He indicated".

So far you have not disputed that my paraphrase of his words were accurate.
You are instead trying to put quotation marks in my posts where none existed in order to setup a strawman that can be more easily
dismantled. | assume this is because you are unable to address the substance of the issue.
When you asked for a link | supplied it and provided a "quote" properly marked to indicate at that point | was no longer par aphrasing but
actually quoting Obama. Was that quote accurate?
You are a sophist setting up a false argument, instead of dealing with the substance of what Obama said and | paraphrased.

| am sorry. | prefer honest discourse. To illustrate my sorrow allow m e to quote Obama one more time "to the extent that my choice of words
didnét il luminate, but rather contributed to more media frenzy, | think

Yes, unfortunate.

of you

that

wa s

know,

unf
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| know you'll want to know so here you go ...

by on

[ 1
Bullshit  ( )

you were happy to quote this entire passage:

"I happen to be a proponent of a single payer universal health care program. | see no reason why the United States of America

wealthiest country in the history of the world, spending 14 percent of its Gross

insurance to everybody. And thatoés what Jim i

tal

ki

ng

universal health care pl an. AnBitas dlaftyod knowyweantay notiet thérd irkneedidtety. s

Yet you can't quote exactly where Barack Obama's goal is "to eliminate private insurance”.

To illustrate this again, I'll put my sorrow aside and say it flat out

-- the only "paraphrasing" that ever

went on in this sad excuse for a diary

was your spin, your opinion -- and quite frankly,  your lies. Thanks for allowing me to continue calling you out on them.

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by on

[ 1
And again  ( )

As | asked before; How can you have a single payer system and not eliminate private insurers?

Obama "I happen to be a proponent of a single p ayer universal health care program.”

And

“"A single payer health care plan, a universal
by on

[ 1

and again  ( )

| have another chance to point out that you're not quoting the man as you initially claimed to be.

Here's what you said:

he said the public option would eliminate pri vate insurance. He indicated that was his goal

When you can show where  he said this:

the public option would eliminate private insurance

and

heal

t h

care

about

ee.

plan.

, the

National Product on health care cannot provide basic health

And

whenreplbea says

thatods

what

everybody

6d
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eliminating private insurance is his goal

let us all know. Until then, you're making shit up. But we knew that about an hour after you posted this misinformation— tripe- diary.

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by on

[ 1

Does he support a single payer system ?( )

Yes.

He said he supports a single payer system. It is impossible to have a single payer system in which you have multiple payers. Are you saying

he supports a single payer system centered around a private insurer?

| frankly at this point have no idea what you are even talking about. You seem to be saying yes he said it but | am wrong fo r saying he said

Maybe it is English you are really struggling with.

Eng 101:

If | said, he said the world is round. That is not a QUOTE it is merely a general observation. He may have actually said "the world is spherical"
and yet my observation wou Id still be accurate. On the other hand if | said, he said "the world is round." Then we would expect that | was

actually QUOTING him and intending to use his exact wording.

Your intrepetation on the other hand seems to be implying the when | say, he said the world is round, that in fact | am misquoting him

because what he actually said was "the world is spherical.”

So | guess my next non apology is in order.

| am sorry, the world is not flat, | know this is a disappointment for you. Do you need a hug?

And yes, yet again, you still have not, and seem to be refusing, to dispute or address the fact that he said "I happen to be a proponent of a

single payer universal health care program” which on it's face means eliminating the other (private) payers.

by on

[ 1

Why don't you ask him? ( )

You're the one writing the diary and the follow -up post. | asked you for a link to sup port your contention that he said something, and you
basically found an Obama speech where he talks about "healthcare reform". You posted it, presenting it as a supporting link t o bolster your

claim of what  he said

The post with the link also contained a non -relevant passage, added by you, where what you said he said does not appear.
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When asked to quote the relevant passage --where h e said something, something you wanted everyone to believe he said , you couldn't do
it. All you could do then  -- and indeed, all you continue to do, even though no one else is reading this mess by now -- is posit your opinion and

conjecture as if it's fact, and as if that's the way it came out of Obama's mouth.

He didn't say that. This is your claim, not his. Admit it and move on. Write a better diary next time, after you go back and pick up that

remedial communications course you clearly missed. Learn to actually support your contentions with something besides...well, your
contentions.
And if you don't want to be accused of quoting someone, you will need to refrain from using words like he said . It's that simple.

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by on

[ 1

Health care rationing is like ( )

Rogue Leader triage. Sometimes you have to acknowledge the patient is beyond your abilities. This is particularly true when the patient is

fighting the cure.

Would be cool if understanding was your intention but it is clear; your only purpose here is to be contentious. Which, when s upported by clear
concise arguments is fun. | love a good argument. | just wish we had one. But you just keep going around and around with the same

baseless accusations.

Enough so that | really am not even sure what it is you are purporting to seek. | never said the thing you keep pointing to w as aquote and I'll

not say that | did. When | quote | use " marks. Yet you seem to be saying | should retract what | never said.

Or in the alternative that | should retract my analysis of what he said. But my analysis was accurate. The QUOTE | did supply shows that in
fact he meant just what | said he meant. | must assume you agree with that analysis because you haven't really bothered to di rectly address
or dispute it.

by on

[ 1

Just keep floating those talking points ( )

those worthless, bullshit, discredited talking points. Wow, you really are new at this. Repeating your analysis in a dead diary isn't going to

make it any more  true than it did when you first posted it.

I will give you props for putting forth the tacit admission that the President didn't actually say what you said he said . That you were called

out on that should galvanize you into presenting your case a little be tter next time. For now, you're a rank amateur....

Necessity is the mother of revolution...

by on
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A

Another quote for you ( )

"I quit when medicine was placed under State control, some years ago...Do you know what it takes to perform a brain operation ? Do you
know the kind of skill it demands, and the years of passionate, merciless, excruciating devotion that go to acquire that skill? That was what |
would not place at the disposal of men whose sole qualification to rule me was their capacity to spout the fraudulent general ities that got
them elected to the privilege of enforcing their wishes at the point of a gun. | would not let them dictate the purpose for which my years of

study had been spent, or the conditions of my work, or my choice of patients, or the amount of my reward. | observed that in all the
discussions that preceded the enslavement of medicine, men discussed everything i except the desires of the doctors. Men considered only the
"welfare" of the patients, with no thought for those who were to provide it. That a doctor should have any right, desire or c hoice in the
matter, was regarded as irrelevant selfishness; his is not to choose, they said, only "to serve." . . . | have often wondered at the smugness
with which people assert their right to enslave me, to control my work, to force my will, to violate my conscience, to stifle my mind 1 yet what
is it that they expect to depend on, when they lie on an operating table under my hands? Their moral code has taught them to believ e thatit
is safe to rely on the virtue of their victims. Well that is the virtue that | have withdrawn. Let them discover the kin d of doctors their system
will now produce. Let them discover, in the operating rooms and hospital wards, that it is not safe to place their lives in t he hands of a man
whose life they have throttled. It is not safe, if he is the sort of man who resents it -and still l ess safe, if he is the sort wl
by on

[ 1

"Pre -existing condition" is ( )

more of a problem than you imply. Pregnancy is a pre -existing condition that resolves in 9 months, a history of cardiac disease, less so.

Better approach might be to form buyer's co -ops along the lines of ERISA plans.

by on

[ 1

| meant to address earlier ( )

The answers to pre  -existing are more complex than | have conceded to this point.

How do people with pre  -existing ¢ onditions get coverage?

First | would ask who are they?

| think they fall into two primary groups.

Group A is made up of people who do not have health insurance.

Group B are people who have health insurance and want to leave their job or change their p olicy in some way.

Itis illegal in all states to cancel somebody because they got sick so while this has been thrown around as a talking point by the White House
it is at best deceptive.

Back to our groups.

Group B can have their issue resolved in two ways.

First de link insurance from employment. Even if the employer pays a certain amount for health insurance, allow employees, wi thout the

current tax penalties, to use that money to purchase any health insurance and not just what the company offers. Th is establishes de facto
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A

portability.

Second use the COBRA model that requires an insurance company to continue selling the same coverage to an employee at the sam e price
even if they leave the company. Currently this is of limited duration. Allowances wou Id need to be made for cost adjustments that the former
employer is also subject too. Simply meaning the former employee doesn't get a fixed price for twenty years when everybody el se' costs have
gone up.

These changes would eliminate group B issues with obtaining coverage.

Group A again are people who do not now or possibly have never had insurance. So at the age of forty they find out they have a heart
condition and think they should get the same price for coverage as the guy who has been paying faithful ly for twenty years. Does this make
sense? Many see the insurance company as being greedy or uncaring in this situation. Greedy and uncaring was the guy who spen t his money
partying and driving fancy cars instead of buying health insurance. It is his right to do that. They forget the purpose of and perhaps the

definition of insurance. You buy insurance based on known risk and the cost of the policy is justified based on that risk.

If you purchase insurance so you don't have to pay the cost of an annual che ckup you are not buying insurance you are buying managed

care. Don't complain when they manage you.

Few would argue that a person buying life insurance at 80 should pay more than somebody buying life insurance at 20. The risk of payout is
obviously much h igher and so the higher premium is justified. But for many this is disconnected from the thought process when it comes to

health insurance. That a pre -existing condition would also carry a much higher risk of payout and thereby justify a higher premium.

Would they require a life insurance company to underwrite a life insurance policy for a woman with stage three pancreatic canc er for the
same premium as a 20 year old non -smoking athlete?

In most if not all states there are insurance companies that will wr ite a health insurance policy for people with a pre -existing condition. They
either exclude the condition, limit coverage on it for a period of time or charge a higher premium. There really are no free lunches. You buy
INSURANCE before you get sick. That i s what insurance is. If you don't buy a car before you need to drive across the country you are left on

the mercies of friends, rental companies, bus lines, whatever. It isn't anybody's fault, it is just life. If you don't buy in surance until you need it

then you too have placed yourself on the mercies of the people around you.
Group A's answer really is this simple;
One, you have a right not to buy insurance but you don't have a right to expect or require people to pay for your care when y our poor

decisi on catches up with you.

Two, for people who struggle with the cost, provide a refundable tax credit (like the earned income tax credit) equal to the reasonable cost of
insurance.

by on

[ ]

No. Those are not "rights." ( )

They are duties of government at the state, federal or local level, in the particular ones you mention, generally the state o r local level.

by on

[ ]

exactly - my point was to show that the ( )
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